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PHILLIPPI FARMHOUSE MARKET:
Today from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., Phillippi
Estate Park, 5500 S. Tamiami Trail,
Sarasota. Over 50 vendors with pro-
duce, plants, and more. Farmhouse-
market.org. 

INTERNATIONAL DANCES: Today
from 3:30-5:30 p.m., Senior Friendship
Center, 1888 Brother Geenen Way,
Sarasota. $4. Enjoy music and partici-
patory dance from Greece, Macedo-
nia, Romania, Israel, Bulgaria, Serbia,
Turkey, Latin America, and more. No
partner required. ifdsarasota.web-
s.com. 

LINE DANCING: Thursday from 9:30-
11:30 a.m., Christ Lutheran Church,
701 N. Indiana Ave., Englewood. Be-
ginners welcomed. CDC guidelines
observed. Visit facebook.com/engle-
woodcountryliners or email liner-
scountry@gmail.com for more in-
formation. 

YOGA WITH AVA: Friday and Saturday
from 9-10:30 a.m., Siesta Key Beach,
948 Beach Road, Siesta Key. $10. So-
cial distancing; beginners welcome.
yogaonsiestabeach.com; yogaonsies-
tabeach@yahoo.com. 

TRUNK OR TREAT: Saturday from 4-6
p.m., Gulf Cove United Methodist
Church, 1100 S. McCall Road, Port
Charlotte. Free Halloween food and
candy, games, bounce house. Info:
941-697-1747 or GulfCov-
eUMC@gmail.com.

BEST BETS

How to submit
See more listings and submit your
events online at
heraldtribune.com/calendar. Please
include the “community” category
when submitting.

Connect with us
Twitter: @heraldtribune

Facebook: heraldtribune

COMMUNITY SEND US NEWS: Share your community news at heraldtribune.com/submit

Rockwall Christmas Co. 
Christmas Crates

Every crate includes two boxes filled with 100+ ornaments and 
decorations designed and made exclusively by the Rockwall 

Christmas Co. that are selected and packed with care.

Individually purchased would cost $1,000+

Themed crates inspired by Christmas Carols 
containing everything you need to deck your 

Christmas tree.

Jingle Bells
CHRISTMAS 

CRATE

WhiteChristmas 
CHRISTMAS 

CRATE

Jolly Old Saint 
Nick 

CHRISTMAS CRATE

O’ Christmas Tree 
CHRISTMAS 

CRATE

Call Today to Lock In
Your Christmas Crate for

$295

941-278-4352
www.rockwallchristmasco.com

The Beauty and Challenge of 
Late-in-Life Relationships

Tuesday, November 1
7:30-11:35 am

Carlisle Inn & Conference Center
3727 Bahia Vista Street

Let’s Talk About It

friendshipcenters.org
To purchase tickets or become a sponsor

empath

FOUNDING PARTNERS

In-person - $50  |  Virtual - $25

Clare & Rich Segall
Christine Schlesinger 
& David Kotok

Dr. Pepper Schwartz, Dr. Barry Jacobs and Dr. Julia 
Mayer, AARP Authors and love and relationship 
experts, will lead us in an interactive discussion 

about our most critical life relationships.

GENEROUS SPONSORS TABLE SPONSORS

or call (941) 556-3269

VENICE – The Gulf Coast Communi-
ty Foundation has provided nearly $1
million to area nonprofits through more
than 20 grants to help support families
and individuals devastated by Hurri-
cane Ian. 

The grants not only supported fam-
ilies and individuals in the community,
but also the staff of nonprofit partners
who are working tirelessly to further
their mission while recovering from the
disaster themselves.

“It is gratifying to see our region
come together to help those in desper-
ate need after this horrible hurricane,”
said Mark Pritchett, president and CEO
of the Gulf Coast Community Founda-
tion. “The impact of these grants can be
felt all the way down the Gulf Coast.” 

Many nonprofits requested grants
for gift cards to provide to their staff
and clients for basic needs such as gas,
food, clothing, and diapers. One of the
first grants awarded was $50,000 to All
Faiths Food Bank to provide food and
water to southern Sarasota County and
to support expanded hunger relief ef-
forts to Charlotte County. The Tidewell
Foundation received a $10,000 grant to
meet the basic needs of their staff.

“We are providing immediate hu-
manitarian relief to those who need it

most,” Pritchett said. 
Also, Gulf Coast has provided a

$15,000 grant to Tri-County Counseling
to support mental health and sub-
stance abuse counseling in their North
Port office; Centerstone received a
$10,000 grant to meet the emergency
needs of patients; and Valerie’s House

received a $25,000 grant to support
families in North Port and Charlotte
County.

This small snapshot of support
sheds light on the strong nonprofit
community who support the region in
times of need.

Submitted by Rachel Denton

Donations target those in need

Valerie’s House received a $25,000 grant through the Gulf Coast Community
Foundation to support families in North Port and Charlotte County.
PROVIDED BY VALERIE’S HOUSE

Early learning centers receive
assistance with with Ian repairs

At least 19 preschools in Sarasota
County saw their playground fences
damaged in Hurricane Ian, preventing
children from using the outdoor spaces
until repairs are made.

A $50,000 relief grant from Charles
& Margery Barancik Foundation – in co-
ordination with the Early Learning Co-
alition of Sarasota County – will see
that the work is done quickly. 

Willis A. Smith Construction of

Lakewood Ranch was able to connect
the foundation and coalition with Star-
line Multiservices, based in Odessa in
Pasco County, to expedite repairs.

The cost of repairs is proving to be
lower than the insurance deductible for
preschools, which operate with thin
margins, so the foundation relief is
proving to be a tremendous help to
avoid out-of-pocket costs that were not
anticipated.

“Schools and teachers of all varieties
have been through so much disruption
in the last few years that the Barancik

Foundation has made returning class-
rooms – and playgrounds – to normal a
priority in the wake of the storm,” said
Teri A Hansen, the foundation’s presi-
dent and CEO.

“We would like to commend Carlos
Yeguez of Starline Multiservices for his
compassion and cooperation in putting
the needs of our littlest learners center
stage,” said Janet Kahn, the ELC’s CEO.
“We are grateful for his initiative, focus
and speed in getting our little ones back
on the playground.”

Submitted by Barancik Foundation
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